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3&3 2@2 or Expectant Mothers U_m <5_¢=~ Uwﬁrm ,

Their killings produced only a few headlines, vEnaE%SmSE&QS%Eﬁ
decade, hundreds of pregnant women and new mothers have been slain. Even
as Scott Peterson’s trial became a public fascination, little was said about how
. often it happens, why, and whether it is a fluke or a social syndrome.

First of three articles Eggnrvénwg.b%s
munity where it happened.

By Donna Sr. Georc But pregnant women like them have been siain

ﬁ%ggﬁé EEEEE%E&

bers, 20, was gunned down on a June  Conn., and Kerry Repp, 29, wasshot inher Ore: oo ﬂ:n_ﬂ”"msmii.‘m
moming inside her North Carolina gon bedroom, and Tasha Winters, 16, was shot in

Name: C|

Hrﬁ-%&ﬁ?ﬂ&g?g iuuwganguron—nsg

home. Rebecca Johnson, 16, was shotin  Indiana the day she told her boyfriend about the ~ Ager 24 Age:21

E%SE%&B»EEBOEE . baby. Ardena Carter, 24, was found dead in the How she died: How she died: Shot
ma. Ana Diaz, 28, was killed in a parking lot in  Georgia woods, and Kathleen Terry, 22, was run Fatally shot this year fast month in Fairfax
gﬁ%aﬁﬁsawﬁﬁnﬁzﬁné over in Idaho, and Melesha Francis, 26, wasstran-  in Pennsylvania, County. Prosecutors
to work. gled in New York, and Thelma Jones, 21, was  where her boyfriend are seeking an s in

They all were pregnant, with fuhmes that shot sitting on her back steps in Louisiana—the  is awaiting trial. She indictment against the dr] _< r's mamn q
seemed sure to unfold over many years. One wasa swna%oaﬁ&n%»e;ﬂvsgg was five months her boyfriend, who her car. She was 5Y/:
nurse’s assistant who planned to name her daugh- pregnant. has been arrested on mon z._ s pregnant.
ter T'Kaiya. Another had just bought a house. The > yeardong examination by The S.EEB@S: other charges. Fulton )
youngest was a high school cheerleader. : was eight months

Their killings produced a few local headlines; ~ See DEATHS, 420, Col. 1 . pregnant. :

‘gilﬂisglEi!lliiii&li?;.gggi-lgr!ig—i%.
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| Homicide Is Found

| To Be Major Cause
| Of Maternal Death

,, . DEATHS, From Al g%mﬁ?%é?ﬁ

, » )
. Post of death-record data in states across  but no data are %EF%E:S
EmgsﬁwgBEnE%Hg most populous state, no one can say how

| the past seven weeks-—one in St. Marys syivania, where Christa Colom, 24, e
; County, a second in Manassas, a third in %éﬁﬁugigg,

embolism, hemorrhage, infection—not on  trol and Prevention tracks matetnal health ’ 1, RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH 3. WPCO.00M . ggﬁrﬁsgﬁﬁﬁﬁsgﬁgggﬁigg ......

{ ] -
connect the dots when nalkillings. .
. don’t the “The i
| e dont even e the Maternal Deaths sa.%a_._u ﬂ—.‘— —_m A w—Ow—J—Zm
‘ pert, apublichealthex-  pr, 0004, is the leading cause ,
at Boston Univer- In Maryland, which
| S e nly et Of death for a pregnant or keeps track of cases

|| starting to be recog- recently pregnant woman, better than most
, nized that there is a according to a 2001 Maryland  states, slightly more
‘ trend or any common- . sy dy published in the Journal  than 10 percent of all | - CHERICAADAMS  DASHUNDA ARMSTRONG . MTAMMY BAKER ~ TABITHA JO BELL

|| dlities between these o1 she American Medical ,
OSHANNONBROE HIZANETABROWNE  SHANEQUA CARPENTER

SHANEKA COBEY HYOLANDACOLES  CHRISTINACOLON  SHIRLITTA COLON
SYLENADALTON  DESTINYDAVIS  MONICADEHAVEN  ANA DIAZ
SHAMEKAFLUDD  MELESHAFRANCIS AMANDAFRANKLIN  SHAWNDRE FULTON
LORIHACKING ~ MICHELLEHARLAN  SARAH HARVEY ~@MARLYN HASSAN
ESPERANZA HERNANDEZ BEVELYNHERNANDEZ  LISA HERNANDEZ




LORIHACKING ~ MICHELLE HARLAN  SARAH HARVEY @ MARLYN HASSAN
ESPERANZA HERNANDEZ @B EVELYN HERNANDEZ  LISA mmwzgmN
MANARJABER  LATOYAJACKSON  SHELLY JACKSON §>E22Hzmm
TOMEKA LEWIS ~ ELIZABETHLILLARD = RACHIELLUNKINS  ASHLEY LYONS

TAMNIKAPOWELL ~ CHAVANNA PRATHER ~ DEANNE PRICHARD
RONDAROBINSON ~ DEMARIS VALENTINROMAN ~ TAMMY ROSE-CUTLEY
CAROLYN SIMPSON  ILARIA SOLARZANO  CEEATTA STEWART-MCKINNIE

CURRIE-HILLVELIE ~ CHRISTY WALLER  ROBYN WILLIAMS

who recalls paperwork covering the re- In Tennessee, Kay Briggs found a letter E&.%E%%% wanted to pay child support and had wor-  were born. She was Hindu and “wanted hér

astonishing numbers. “We thought wehad  In it was her daughter’s photograph: a  at work, then became pregnant and asked  nated a minor. then killed her sister and mother.

disorders, embolisms or accidents. anything.” his wife secretly buried her on rural land,  her younger brothers as her mother dialed  prosecutors said. Falconer’s fiance had de- :
“People have this misconception that - hoping 110 one would find out. Browne left 911, and he has been on the run ever since.  cided to stay with her, and the couple had |
, preguancy is a safe haven,” Cheng said. Clues From 2002 three children behind. She was nearly four At any age, “pregnancy is a huge, life- bought a home together a short time earlier.

: . lected with cases culled from other sources.  cases had a strong relation to pregnancy or Young women may be more at risk than  the woman doesn’t want the baby, she can  said Jim Fox, San Mateo County district at-

“That’s a formidable number—and that's The dead included Ceeatta Stewart- ships with young men or less money or  stuckwithachild fortherest of hislife,heis  and is awaiting trial.

. don’t exist.
, n__wh_.._a&ﬁsaggsia About This Series

i are just beginning to i i

; Christmas Eve 2002, when Laci Peterson, agi:m;mm_%o:m:g:nmxon new attention on homicide during pregnancy, lingers in the lives of children _mng._.:umo_:m by a third group: nﬁwﬂvﬁﬂnﬂ»a—.ﬂg
) cight months pregnant, was reported miss-  Pregnancy: Pregna io:.m;_a:mi:sza-m the Washington region has become a focal of them born as their mothers were dying. domestic abuse starts during pregnancy.
- ing. Her body was discovered in San Fran-
; cisco Bay in April 2003. to die of any single natural cause, several those who were shain ._gs%__a tered  The __.53._%@._ st be raised by their more ™ tive" than d but |
That year, California for the first time ms wide studies have shown. their ives at such a pivotal time. grandparen McFarlane, of Texas Woman's University, |

SHAMEKAFLUDD  MELESHA FRANCIS  AMANDA FRANKLIN  SHAWNDRE FULTON

RENEEMORRIS ~ TARAMURPHY = EIMONALISANAVA  @MELISSA O’CONNELL

MOUINNISHA THOMAS ~ QUWANDATHORNTON ~ MONICATRICE

likely to be a victim of homicide than to die  beyond their own girlhoods. nancy. Turkey hunters found her blud- nearly seven months pregnant whenherex-  twins that Marlyn Hassan, 29, a bank man-
of any other cause.” Many already had children—now leftbe-  geoned body in the woods. boyfriend, then 18, blasted her with ashot-  ager, was expecting. Her husband insisted i
“It was a huge surprise,” saikl Horon, hind. - In Chicago, Chavanna Prather, 17, wasa  gun. Witnesses said the boyfriend had not  that she convert to Islam before the babies i

. searchers’ kitchen tables on weekends and  in her mailbox several days after her preg and worked part time at McDonald’s. ried that he might face charges of statutory  children to know both religions,” her cousin
evenings as they sought to understand the  nant daughter was shain in Chesapeake, Va.  Prather became intimate with her manager %m&ggoﬁ?r&g said. He stabbed her to deathin theirhome, ||

to have made a mistake. We kept checking EE@Q@SEF%SB&& for money for an abortion, police said. She In Nevada, Monalisa Nava was just 14 In Maryland, Kennis Falconer, 26, of Ta- _“
and checking and rechecking.” her protruding abdomen. The 33-yearold wasfounddeadina _.zﬂSEcGQ. South  when she was gunned down—the sameage  koma Park was living with her fiance, by i

‘Their findings, as it turned out, wereno  mother-to-be had mailed it before her hus-  Side. He awaits trial. as the ex-boyfriend who allegedly killed her.  whom she was seven months pregnant,
error. Homicide accounted for 50 of 247  band choked her to death. In Rochester, N.Y,, Zaneta Browne, 29, Nava was happily pregnant, her mother  when his other girlfriend, posing as a cos- i
! maternal deaths in Maryland over a six-year “She tried for some time to get pregnant, Smao&ms;wvﬂgmgﬁg said, but unwilling to move with her boy-  metics saleswoman, came into her apart- ;
period—more than 20 percent. ¥t had and it wasn’t happening” her mother re-  about her preghancy in 2002 when he shot  friend to Mexico, as he wanted. Police and  ment and stabbed her. The deadly love tri- :
caused more deaths than cardiovascular called. “She wanted the baby more than  her with a .22-caliber rifle. The killer and E%E«;ﬁggsga angle was intensified by the pregnancy,

ina A y .. . W
: could provide some data, mostly from death gggﬂ%gg therhood, marriage, child support or public For some men, she said, the situation  all, “his wife had talked about leaving him, ‘
certificates. The Post combined what it col-  sis showed that nearly two-thirds of the  scandal” boils down to one set of unadomed facts; “if  and he wasn’t going to let that happen,” :

The resulting 1,367 maternal homicides  involved a domestic-violence clashinwhich  others, several statewide studies suggest— get an abortion. f the guy doesn’t want i, torney. The crash killed Rapoza and her 4- m
took place over 14 years. pregnancy may have been a factor. possibly because of more volatile relation-  he can’t do a damn thing about it. He is  year-old daughter. Her husband survived

just the tip,” said Judith McFarlane, who McKinnie, 23, a college student in Rich-  greater uncertainty about parenthood. Of  stuck with child support for the rest of his Although maternal homicide is only re- ‘
: studies violence and pregnancy at Texas E%égﬁgsgs_ﬁ.g women whose cases were researched in de- life, and he’s stuck with that woman for the  cently drawing notice, considerable re-
‘ Woman's University and who described the  friend. The couple had dated on and off for  tail, 16 of 72 were teenage victims—about rest of his life. if she goes away, the problem  search has been done on battering of preg- ;
; void of reliable numbers as “embarrassing.”  years, and she had had abortions previc  onein five. goes away.” nant women. Studies go back 20 years, and B
: She observed: “You can’t addressa problem  ously, prosecutors said. This time, he was They included Vanessa Youngbear, a 16- Fz«s._gn_»gv_nﬂ&aiiﬂ many experts have come to agree that 4 i
' that we don’t document. You can’t reduce  married—and she refused to end her preg-  year-okl cheerleader in Oklahoma who was ~ whether to give birth but how to raise the  percent to 8 percent of pregnant wonr |
them.. You can’t prevent them. In essence, ?ag.gsg.gnq&é%

maaoa:az 0 be victims of homicide than point. Research rarely casts iight on the lives of  Older siblings S:iaﬁs;:ﬁzﬁigs Some experts conclude that pregnancy is |
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Researchers Stunned

District. publication, CDC officials said they
Krulewitch wanted to see wheth-  had no national numbers on mater- '
er maternal deaths were being un- nal homicide but did release a slide |
dercounted, as was else- presentation, which reported 281 |
h where across the country. Granted cases in 16 southern states and the
| access to confidential death files, District from 1991 to 1997.
| she assumed she would find more The CDC has mgmn a program
| deaths from E&-ﬁ_ 853855 to ile and anal
| of pregnancy: characteristics about violent deaths
W hemorrhage—than anyone knew. across the country—the National Vi- |
‘What she stumbled upon instead  olent Death Reporting System—but |
was a surprising number of homi- it does not uniformly note maternal
cides: 13 of 30 maternal deaths, status in homicides.
more than 40 percent. “I was just In the latest wave of research, ex-
stunned,” she recalled. “You assume  perts have used an expanded defini-
it’s a quirk in the numbers. A blip.” tion of what qualifies as deaths agso-
Krulewitch dug into medical ar- ciated with pregnancy—up to 12
chives and came across a 1992 jour-  months postpartum—with the idea
pal article from Chicago and 2 1995  that some troubles surface after !
study from New York City. In both, pregnancy ends. Postpartum depres-
homicide had emerged as a signifi- sion, for example, may playarolein
cant cause of maternal death. It was  suicide cases. Likewise, homicides
difficult for the uninitiated to com- can be related to the “chain of
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By Scope of Slayings

Further Studies Needed, Most Agree

By Donna St. GrorcE

of Boston University. “We'need to

i
i
|
i

Washington Post Staff Writer look not only at all the contextual
factors that may have contributed to !

In the mid-1990s, Cara Krule- a mother’s death, but also look to .

witch sat in a dark, cramped file compare deaths and see commonal-

room in the office of the D.C. medi-  ties between these cases.”

cal examiner, poring over autopsies On the federal level, the CDC has

for days that became weeks, then done its first study of matérnal hom-

months. She was an epidemiologist  icide using national data to examine

with the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, assigned to the

the risk by age, race and start of pre-
natal care. While that study awaits

“For a long time, vitlence was not
defined a8 a public health oroblem.”

clashes, the overwhelming majority

of whom are not nregnant. Rut Jack

: prehend: Were pregnant womenbe-  events” started by a pregriancy.
Pﬁanzﬂgggwggan_m?g DEPARTMENT VIA CHARLOTTE OBSERVER 16, NEW YORK POST 11. THE DALY PRE! E%En—os—u—m =§§N Hﬂu.gowaﬁ< aggﬂa ,
SUERIT 31, 18- Hosoay CALFORMA DM Vit a oM 24 s “I didn’t understand it at all,” said  mothers, those younger than 20 i
N . Krulewitch, whose study was pub- were almost three times aslikelyto |
f . . . . . lished in the Journal of Midwifery &  be homicide victims as their coun- :
The following names represent just a fraction of the women in this Women’s Health. E_Es who were not recently preg- |
£ . . . Her researchi came at a time when ;
¥ country who have been slain while they were pregnant or in the maternal mortality rates in the Unit- :&sﬁa&ﬁ the better they
g .. . . ed States had fallen a full 99 p ] homicide, the
months after giving birth. Many similar deaths go uncounted. from the last century, with fewer better they can tailor efforts topre.
than 500 women a year dying of ﬁnog%:unzﬁu—és_gn i
RN ' : medical problems related to child- w_\—oon wpeatedly i
bearing. uring nw[iwmn e
“WOmmmzz\w BLAINE ERSKALA BLAKELY KRYSTAL BOBISH B REBECCA worsﬁs. 5 &u_,.nr_._ offcalsc wﬂa w_w%m Ew._u . amm womag@ma 2 channs to holp, _
@ARDENA CARTER BTARA CHAMBERS  IISHACHRISTIAN  LATOYA COAKES o iaae goulto brmgthe. . open, hey arovery recopive o |
v ) MNM: 8.__UH —M_owo-. to what is called an mssnﬂw_m_“—uwwn@ owmm_.._m_n”_.oﬁm_n ’
lucible minimum. ” gai
Cm.cN> NNE COMBS KEENYA COOK  SHERRY CULP .cmw?w CUMMINGS w_a.__. there was a n_.wasw interest Namw%mm H.m&.._. McParlane of Tex-
"ANMITADICKSON ~ TAMARADUNSTAN ~ VICTORIAEVANS  KENNIS FALCONER e B st o g 28 e mtnolugios, such as Neil
i ma J_w___m,_a. ma%.w..s % ts swwﬂ% oﬁ&_.sa ».m%.s Uni-
overdoses. el , 54 ere 18 a risk'm over-
Ew>: GEE BMELINDA GONZALEZ - B RACHEL GOOD APRIL GREER Pablic b ﬁ;m& 2. the " So_»_ua ms.sﬁu Ewe pwzma. W m—wﬂwﬁg
n:mz_@» HAWKINS BGINGERHAYES  LAURAHELTON  ALICESON HERNANDEZ et o an Hmportant heatthinge, e s yeat are iied in domestic




e e e v ma i a s e A vas LAY A viaL W EAI1 VLA £ AL VAL ery possible case—and taking Some criminologists, such as Neil |
of homicides, mﬁﬁ%w,%;nﬁ mau Websdale of Northern Arizona Uni- |

E»momm B MELINDA GONZALEZ - BIRACHEL GOOD  APRIL GREER and drug overdoses. [n the larger  versity, say there is a isk in over-

public health W.o.._ﬁ the “social” mS».ﬂ%& the vmmav—m-:. SWW-ME«
Emz_n? HAWKINS BGINGERHAYES  LAURAHELTON  ALICESON HERNANDEZ e s Epor e e e e e ooic
, de g e, volence was af o whomare pot regmant Bk
as a public lem, om n € ut Ja

.%nm:ocm HOLMES  ALISA HOTTLE ANTITCAHURT ~ CHANTAL IZZARD e e e e gl whors are dot proguant. But Jack
‘REBECCAJOHNSON ~ CHAUNTAEJONES  THELMAJONES  PEARLINA LAPORTE e bomcides st Jobos  stressed the counterpoiat. "This.
2l Even now, m.E&% that E.u_ﬁa demic to get the public’s attention,”
uﬁzs MARTIN EJENNY MCMECHEN  AMY LOUMCRAE  LAUREL MORRIS maternal homicide are relatively he said,

; rare. . UmSMEmEum the ﬂaﬁmm :uroon :
,EEE OGLESBY ~ KARIOSTERHAUG MBRENDAPAZ @ LACI PETERSON st camn o Marmng where ot ey e
I ] : researchers used an array of case- Isabelle Horon, because the number
cmwoﬁ: RANDALL BRAYERAPOZA HKERRYREPP  EVA ROBINETTE spotting methods, expectingtofind  of pregnancies in a year is unclear.

. more medical deaths than the state In Maryland, Horon and her co-au-
knew about. Instead they discovered  thor instead ranked leading causes

% SABEH-SWIFT  HEATHER SARGENT KATHERINE SCHADLER that homicide was the leading cause  of death. Homicide came in fifth for
4! of death, a finding published in 2001  all Maryland women ages 14 to-44 :
'MARLATABB  EILATOYA TAYLOR MKATHLEEN TERRY ~ GWENDOLYN THOMAS in the Journal of the American Med-  who had not been recently preg-
. _n&goonﬁwu ﬁmﬁﬁoﬁgcsﬁmgrﬁ
< ‘In 2002, chusetts weighed recently pregnant, homicide
Ewwgz TURNER ROSAUMANA  GABRIELA VACA SALAS in with a study that also showed was first, T
ol . ”M_N_“_E.Mm as _mro top _W_.wm of E._m»mn g@m making ﬂ?ﬂ&ﬂ adjust-
3 I VANES: EAR eath, followed by cancer. Two ments for age and race, the Mary-
B TASHA WINTERS &IV, SA YOUNGB of three homicides involved domes-  land researchers found that preg-
tic violence. “This is clearly a major . nant women and new mothers were
W health problem for women,” said still almost twice as likely to die of
*maintains that it goes both ways. “It can be Attorney Tom Bondurant. “He didn’t want Angela Nannini, who led the study. homicide as their counterparts who
ca;protective time for an abused woman, but —.—O‘ n—-ﬂ mw_.mmm to pay child support.” Still, many questions remain un- had not recently been pregnant. ]
1t also can be a very vulnerable time,” she As in other cases, Johnson at first denied answered. :
rsaid, recounting stories of women who Eﬂm —ﬂﬁg_‘ng it was his child, then pressed for an abor- “We don’t even know what we Staff researcher Bobbye Pratt
.were afraid to even tell a husband or boy- it tion, then plotted murder. don’t know yet,” said Elaine Alpert contributed to this report.
gggagﬁ The Washington Post asked every “It seems to me that these guys hope
{ Many women endure hitting and shov- state and the District for any data against hope for a miscarriage or an abor-
,Esﬁﬁsalssogsng it had colected since 1990 on tion, but when everything else fails, they .
* .10 kil—because théy want their child t0 | ‘traumatic deaths of pregnantand | take the life of the woman to avoid having Profile of the Victims
Wwem a FEQ.“Q.M. vw”.—u« they »mM— w.ubﬁu_. postpartum women. Methods for the g@mﬁm Jack Levin of Northeastern The Wash . 1967 homs
dependen vulnerabl break identifying cases varied widely Universi ington Post documented 1,367 maternal icides since i
gg%u?&%iﬂ-%%g from state to state, and few Ashley Lyons, u@?&&»éﬂ.g 1990, »gggﬁgmu\a\gégggﬁné\&a&h :
could be sure they knew of all or in a park near her old high school in Ken- &ow&m deaths. The i iom 1as & : but f
ﬁs analysis of 72 deaths in 2002 shows even most cases, tucky early this year—on the day she went track .&i. ._« - .=.‘§ mation was nconsistent, Jor
that nearly 30 percent were cansed by vio- to her doctor for an ultrasound and learned many of the victims, the following characteristics could be determined: .
-lence that did not seem related to child- :m:ﬁmssm%am”_ms " she would be having a boy. She was 22 : j
.ras._.Eﬂ dealing, beries, errant provide more than eight years o weeks 3 1824 - :
dree o data, mostly based on death muﬁﬁm_g picked out a name, Lan- Age i a: >zc§am,x et Lo . o ums M
>8§.& 15 cases started with a missing- record notations or by linking don, and created a baby journal. As one en- 01 824 deaths for which i : 0% _, ,
ggl&naa:&&ﬁ.ﬁwg&w. various state records, or both. try gave way to another, she confided her 29e couk be determined. NDODBR 1% |
«eovered in a remote field or woods. Near Twelve other states provided exboyfriend’s opposition to the pregnancy. ,,
iHuron, N.Y,, a body was found, with no more limited information. Nearly Still, she wrote: “You are the child I have al- ,
_missing-person report. The woman had all data collected were given ways dreamed about. . . . Tknow it will be a Race B L o
been seven months pregnant. without names. Fﬂggmgégugna. Basedon 1,122 deats o ! | e .\_ |
?E&EEE “You have to won- When it was possible and legall to hold you for the first time.” yace c ;
-dler how many missiog'person cases hap- permissible, ﬂ_om Post Emoww v Excited by the ultrasound Jan. 7, Lyons Hsaﬁanm@nwewﬂuﬁn HISPAN 125 Mayboofamyrace) " AT K|
"pened because she was pregnant.” together the identities of victims made plans to show the fetal pictures to her respan : !
and did further research and . ex-boyfriend, Roger McBeath Jr, 22. She-
.—._-o Killers interviews to identify trends and left her family’s home, telling Her mother Education LSS THAN HIGH - : i
patterns. The newspaper she would be back for dinner. Biit when her Based on 788 deaths for O e sy SoME CCLLEGE
gg&héw%gr independently found cases father and brother found her, she was sit- which education coutl be L -
girci—:»:»vs:masg through medical examiners, ting in her parked car—with the car engine determined. ! e
'Va., 30 miles east of Charlottesville, when newspaper archives and EEEE&@F ) -
urmnﬁnog.z—ws Johnson Jr., a con- interviews. She had been shot twice in the head and :
§n8»§§§»=§==§ SSS:S:&..FEZ@:EEE Marital status NOT MARRIED* . MARRIED :
e v it ff o e, the partedsave oy P e | emtUen pTE | ow
a ve s for which marital ;
(ways. One day, Baker called him to say she But the conflict with Johnson never went “He knew that if she had that baby that status was known. *Includes separated, divorced, widowed.
* «was pregnant and intended to have the ba-  away. On Dec. 3, 1997, Baker stooped she would be in his life forever, and he
N__wd_,.@ argued nﬁ@m._grw _mwww__ﬂmewo ﬁ agnmgiﬁnﬁirﬁw%g %&55&9&. said prosecutor Shawna o :
racey Ryder, a friend of s. can lid outside her apartment ewell. Method ;
.did not want a baby, nor did he want any Beneath the lid were two pipebombs. ~~ On a cold Kentucky afternoon four days homicide FIREARMS m=§o§3 STRANGULATON
schild support obligations. But Baker did not Baker was killed instantly in the explo- later, Lyons was buried with her tiny baby Based on 937 deaths ! 13% Lﬁa@m ﬂ |
n__nnmmrn..n.ﬁ_. sion, which literally shook the earth in Lou-  tucked into her arms. for which method could
wv;_.onanwngiume@nas&w isa, and people in the small town found it be determi BLUNT OBCT 2% OTHER

Eﬁnﬁr she had chosen a name, Savan-  hard to imagine. Who would kill a pregnant Staff writer David S. Fallis and staff
EFE&ASE»E»BQ:?_.E@EEE woman? researcher Bobbye Pratt contributed to SOURCE: State records
w_.assmmgﬁ. she worked two jobs to “He did it for money,” said Assistant US.  this report.- THE WASHWGTON POST
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P Bach week in Baghdad, sermofis to the
faithful offer a tale of two Fridays. Both ser-

forzigners. Elect ' are subjieation at the
Susni sermon, liperation at the Shiite one.

mons—one Sunni, the other Shiite—dwell  And at each, the cofmunity’s patience, the

e Ly et A JUSLLICU WY 1ALLL

m.n.uw.m little, the sermons leave scant

See MOSQUES, 420, Col. 1

R

See IRAQ, 418, Col. 1

PREGNANCY AND HOMICIDE | 7% Missing Stories

‘Violence Intersects Lives of Promise
Toward Death

 Relatives and Friends Evoke the Women and Their Paths

- Second of three articles

By Donna St. Groxcz
Washingion Post Staff Writer

. n a Saturday night when her
) sisters tried to persuade her to

: £0 out on the town, Shameka
Fludd stayed home. Her work-

" week had been hectic—tending chil-
dren at a Laurel day-care center, then

. staying late on Friday to clean up. She

* “was three months pregnant and lately
- more tired than usual.
... Her suburban apartment in Colum-
bia was comfortable, set on a tree-
-shrouded slope in a winding complex
of similar units—a long way from the
troubled District neighborhoods where
she grew up. At
23, she had two
k|  sweet kids, a good
job and a close cir-
" cle of relatives and
friends.
The pregnancy
had come as a sur-
B8 prise. Her circum-
W =4 stances were not
B ideal, not what a
ShamekaFludd ~  single mother
was 23 and the would have cho-
mother of two sen if life always
young children, happened accord
ing to wishes and

plans. But she could not bear to have an
abortion, she told friends. After five
years as a day-care teacher, children

Louella Stukes is raising the 9-year-old son of her granddaughter, Shameka Fiukd,
who was fatally shot in her Cokambia apartment by the father of her unborn child,

But Tjane Marshall was already a fa-
ther of two and said a baby would ruin
his life, Fludd later told her sisters. His
objections upset her, they said. But she
did not change her mind.

The couple’s clash of wills ended un-
expectedly for Fludd in the dark morn-
ing hours of May 4, 2003.

That night, her children had stayed
with relatives. Fludd was alone, lying
in her bed, in a nightgown, prosecutors

BY JUANA ARIAS—THE WASHINGTON POST

was a copy of Larnaze magazine, with a
big, bold cover headline that read:
BIRTH.

Hours later, when police were sum-
moned, the magazine was spattered
with blood.

- Only recently, research has begun to
show that cases like Shameka Fludd’s
are far more common than anyone

had become her calling. . say, when Marshall dropped by her might have guessed. And as public
“You don’t have to have anything to  apartment and asked again about the
do with the baby,” she told the father. pregnancy. On the floor near her bed  See DEATHS, 46, Col. 3
=s_.mu.s._z._.§§. Rain Forest Remade Surprise Bidder Buys
 Washingtonpostcom  p. . Dacade of Fires Key Unit of Yukos Oil
: Massive fires have reshaped the habitat An unknown company purchased a
) Contents on much of Borneo, changing water major unit of the oil giant Yukos. A
. The levels in rivers and the air’s humidity, state-controlled firm did not bid, but
, P ™™ and affecting which animals can recover. analysts questioned the Kremlin’s role.
olliz062812171001 5 SCIENCE, Page A10 WORLD, Page A17
L \o .
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More Aggressive Congress
Could Hinder Bush’s Plans

By Jim VanpeHex
and Cuarczs Basineron
Washington Post Staff Writers

President Bush’s second-term plans to re-
shape Social Security, immigration laws and
other domestic programs are facing a stiff
challenge from a group that was reliably
accommodating in the president’s first four
years: congressional Republicans.

After essentially rubber-stamping much
of Bush’s first-term agenda, many House
and Senate Republicans plan to assert them-
selves more forcefully to put their mark on
domestic policy in the new year, according
to several lawmakers.

House Majority Leader Tom DeLay
(Tex.) has privately criticized White House

handling of the recent intelligence bill and
Bush’s plan to postpone tax reform until
2006 or later. Rep. Thomas M. Davis HI
(Va.) and others have publicly complained
about the political and fiscal hazards of over-
hauling Social Security. Several senators, in-
cluding a few 2008 presidential contenders,
are rushing to promote their own Social Se-
curity plans to compete with Bush's. B

And 2 number of conservative Repub-
licans concerned about states’ rights, such
as Sen. Lindsey O. Graham (S.C.), are
threatening to derail the White House plan
to impose federal limits on medical lawsuits.
“It’s one of the worst bills going,” Graham
said. -

See BUSH, A14, Col. ]

Evangelicals Use Courts to F ight

Restrictions on Christmas Tidings

By Avan CoorerMAN
Washingion Post Staff Writer

Jonathan Morgan handed out candy canes
with the story of Jesus to his fourth-grade
classmates in Plano, Tex., on Friday. But it
took a court order.

After years of legal assaults on municipal
displays of Nativity scenes and Christmas ob-
servances in public schools, Christian groups
are now mounting court challenges in the
other direction.

From Mustang, Okla., to Maplewood, N.J.,
they are filing or threatening lawsuits to win
the inclusion of manger scenes in school
plays, Christmas carols in school concerts

- and Christmas trees in public buildings.

“The pendulum has swung completely,”
said Charles Haynes, a senior scholar at the
nonprofit First Amendment Center in Arling-
ton. “There’s a push-back by many conserva-
tive Christians, perhaps emboldened by the
recent election and by the increasing pres-
ence of evangelical Christianity in the public
arena. They’re saying the secularization of
our society and public schools has gone too
far and become hostility to their religion.”

Last year, a school administrator stopped
Jonathan Morgan at the door to his class-
room because the “goody bag” he had
brought to a school party on the last day be-

See CHRISTMAS, A16, Col. 1

Doug Morgan and son
in Plano, Tex., show the kind
gave out at his school's “Wi
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By Donna St. Groree
Washington Post Staff Writer

When Melissa O’Connell was
strangled and beaten to death at
nearly nine months pregnant in
Chesapeake, prosecutors were asked
repeatedly why it was not possible to
file criminal charges for the killing of
her fetus. Her husband stood trial on
one count of murder.

Four years later—and partly be-
cause of her case—a law took effect
in Virginia making fetal homicide, as
many call it, a separate crime, pun-
ishable in a first-degree case by 20
years to life in prison.

That day, Virginia became the lat-
est of about 30 states withi such a law
on its books.

Many of the laws—including a
federal one,
signed by Presi-
dent Bush last

by the Laci Pe-
terson homicide
in California.
The law in Vir-
ginia is called
Conner’s Law, in
memory of the
boy Peterson was
expecting,

“All we had to
do was mention
the Laci Peter-
"son case, and ev-
eryone got it,”
said Virginia At-
torney General -
Jerry W. Kilgore
(R), shortly after
the state’s bill
passed this year.
“For some, it re-

opened another  pregnant when she was killed by

PREGNANCY AND HOMICIDE | The Missing Stories

States Add Penalties
For Death of Unborn

Abortion Rights Activists See Measures
As Attempt to Redefine When Life Begins

sued in many statehouses has led to
both passage and defeat. A Maryland
bill, sponsored by state Sen. Leo E.
Green (D-Prince George’s), was
killed in the Senate last spring. The
District has no such law on its
books, said Patricia Riley, special
counsel to the U.S. attorney.

The federal bill that Bush signed

_ covers harm to a fetus that occurs

during the commission of a federal
crime of violence.

In Maryland, Michael Rexroad,
senior assistant state’s attorney in
Howard County, said he hoped the
recent trial of Tjane Marshall would
show the need for a law in his state.
Marshall was convicted in late Octo-
ber of shooting mother-to-be Shame-
ka Fludd in a crime prosecutors said
was intended to end her pregnancy.

“It was very
frustrating for us
not to be able to
have a separate
crime we could
charge and not to
be able to seek ad-
ditional time for
the separate crime
of the death of a fe-
tus,” he said. End-
ing the pregnancy,
he said, was “the
absolute, clear-cut,
manifest motive
for this murder.”

Jacquelyn
Campbell, who
studies domestic
homicides at
Johns Hopkins
University, argued
that whether good
or bad, the law
will not reduce
maternal homi-
cide. “These men
are not thinking
about whether
" they’re going to do
life or what the
consequences

might be,” she
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eight men and four women: “He wanted to

prevent her from having the child she des-
| perately wanted to have” and “move on
with his life without the inconvenience of
having another baby, another child to sup-
port:”

Two months ago, a jury convicted Mar-
shall of first-degree murder. Sentencing
was set for January.

Fludd’s grandmother trembled visibly
in the courtroom, surrounded by 11 rela-
tives and friends. She is raising Fludd’s
son, now 9; Fludd’s daughter, now 6, is
with her father. “We got justice,” she said
quietly afterward. “That’s all we wanted,
and we got it. Shameka can rest in peace.”

FAMILY PHOTC BY JUANA ARIAS—THE WASHINGTON POST

‘With or Without Him* Fifteen-year-old Shirlita Colon peses with her newborn daughter, Destiny . . . . . . who dozes on the shoulder of her grandmother Tawana Colon.

Stewart has had 2% years to think about
her pregnant niece’s killing outside Rich-
mond one bleak night in April 2002. She
has come to believe that maternal homi-
cide is not an unusual crime but rather an-
other form of the domestic violence that
has harmed millions of women.

* Her niece, Ceeatta Stewart-McKinnie,
did not intend to get pregnant, Stewart re-
called, but grew very attached to the idea
of having the baby once she did. She had -
had -abortions and decided not to do it
again. But prosecutors say this put her at
odds with the baby’s father—a long-
standing but on-again, off-again boy-
friend.

“She just said she was doing it with or
without him,” her aunt remembered.

. By then, Stewart-McKinnie was a ju-
nior in college, planning on a journalism
career and working as a nurse’s assistant
to support herself. She liked poetry, once
thought of herself as a budding actress
and had gone to college determined to
make good after a rough childhood. At 23,
she felt she could manage motherhood.

_ On the first day of an advanced journal-
ism ‘class in early 2002, she threw her
arms up in the air when her name was
called and announced: “I'm pregnant!”
Her professor, Wilma Wirt, who was lead-
ing theclass that day at Virginia Common-
wealth University, recalled, “T've never
seen anybody that wanted something as
much.”

“But Wirt and several classmates grew
concerned whenever Stewart-McKinnie
talked about her boyfriend. Her descrip-
tions seemed to suggest that he had an-
other life. “There was something that just
didn’t feel right about it,” Wirt recalled.

Still, Stewart-McKinnie reveled in the
pregnancy, sang the baby lullabies and by
five months along had chosen a'name for . .
the girl she was expecting—Amarea Ki- = Shitlita Colon’s mother, Tawana Colon, right, and sister, Tysha Colon, talk with Catina Edwards, left, at court in the District while awaiting the sentencing of Donte Allen in Shirlita’s killing.
mae. She bought dresses and sleepers and : .
diapers. After her second ultrasound, she  cases were then researched in detail toun- ~ was still a lot of hatred” Sherry Culp’s ery kind to pregnant women—about Fletcher Johnson Educational Center. He
made it clear that she would be expecting ~ derstand more about how and why they mother said. In court documents, a  drinking alcohol, about the side effects of  did not seem violent or dangerous in any

child support, police say. happened. Brownie troop leader described an argu-  aspirin and cough syrup—the risk of hom-  way, her mother said.
PPOTL, pONECSy- . . . — % . e ama e AL bnnm Abn acsinba whan Thanald ol iride during aregnancy remaing imsfated Allen had little to do with Shirlev dur-

Two hours from Columbia, Madonna
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child support, police say.

Her boyfriend, Willis E. Anderson, 27,
was married. He had met Stewart-McKin-
unie years earlier, growing up in the same
rough Richmond neighborhood. They had
been intimate on and off. But now he had a
schoolteacher wife, a young son, a college
degree, a comfortable house in the sub-
urbs and a good job as an accountant in
staté government.

On the evening of April 10, 2002, prose-
cutors said, Anderson arranged to have
Stewart-McKinnie meet him about a mile
from her Richmond apartment. She
parked her car and climbed into his Chev-
rolet Suburban. It is unclear where she
thought they were going.

In a wooded area, prosecutors said,
Stewart-McKinnie understood her peril,
jumped. out and tried to flee. But it was
completely dark, and as she ran—wearing
a sundress and a jean jacket—she lost her
shoes and her glasses. )

Turkey hunters happened upon her

body three days later. She had been struck
at Jeast 25 times with a heavy tool or ham-
mer. .
“He was worried [the pregnancy] was
going to interfere with his lifestyle,” pros-
ecutor Michael V. Gerrard said. “She was
going to have this baby. She was going to
hi¢ him for child support. It was definitely
going to interrupt his way of life.”

-After listening to the evidence, a jury
voted to convict Anderson, who is serving
a 50-year term. In an interview from a
prison in southern Virginia, he continued
to, maintain his innocence—and said
Stewart-McKinnie never told him the ba-
by was his. “If it were mine, I would have
to own up to it and tell my wife I was
cheating . . .,” he said. “T'm going to take
care of my responsibilities. I'm not going
to kill anybody.” ’

Stewart-McKinnie’s death came with
such horror and pain that her aunt said
she has now turned her own life around,
opening five homes to help shelter women
in need. She calls her program “Ceeatta’s
Houge.”

People need to know,” Stewart said,
reflecting on how violence sometimes
gets handed down in a family, repeated
and suffered again and again. “I think it’s
generational,” she said, “and I believe you
need to break the cycle.”

Stewart pointed to a jagged scar on her
upper ' arm. She has more on her ab-
domen—cruel reminders of the day, 17
years ago, when she was attacked in a do-
mestic clash,

“T was stabbed seven times while I was
pregnant,” Stewart said, remembering
how she held her own intestine as she was
rushed to a hospital. “The only difference
between me and my niece is that I lived
and she died.” )

*Still a Lot of Hatred’

The killing of Ceeatta Stewart-McKin-
nie was one of at least 48 maternal homi-
cides in Virginia since 1990, according to
The Post’s analysis. Identities of the dead

could be pieced together for 45 cases. The -

MALVLULU AVIL GUUKL BUW dUU WILY ey
happened.

Spread across the state, slightly fewer
than half the homicides happened in cities
such as Richmond. That’s where Gwendo-
Iyn Thomas, 17, grew up. She was killed in
1992 by a youth minister she had admired
at her church. He had fathered the child
she was expecting and did not want the
baby’s paternity to be known, prosecutors
said

A third occurred in rural enclaves like
where Tabitha Jo Bell was killed in 1993
when she was seven months pregnant.
She and her live-in boyfriend were arguing
about how often he was going out when he
picked up a shotgun and fired at her as she
cooked dinner.

About 20 percent of women were killed
in suburbs. Ana Diaz, 28, was shot in her
car in Reston as 1998 at four months preg-
nant. Police said it appeared that her for-
mer boyfriend was angry that Diaz had
moved on after their breakup, expecting a
baby with another man. He killed her,
then turned the gun on himself,

In Virginia, 12 of the 45 cases have gone
unsolved—among them, the death of
Sherry Culp, who lived in Stafford Coun-
ty.

For Culp, preg-
nancy came both as
a surprise and a
new source of ten-
sion, but not be-
cause the baby’s fa-
ther had
objections.  Her
family said the
strain was with her
ex-husband, whom
she had divorced
several years earli-
er, not long after
she had an extra-

mowner said. In court -documents, a
Brownie troop leader described an argu-
ment between the couple when Donald al-
legedly told Sherry she “would never have
custody of the girls, and he would see her
dead before she had another child.”

One Friday, Culp spent the day training
the worker who would replace her while
she was on maternity leave from the
Springfield electronics firm where she
worked. She left later than usual, with a
fellow employee, police said. They chatted
at the front entrance to the buildings, then
parted ways.

Culp went straight to her car, about 100
feet away.

A sudden snap of gunfire brought her
co-workers heading toward her car. They
spotted a man in a hooded sweat shirt
walking away. Whén they got to Culp,
they found her slumped behind the wheel.
She was hit before she could get her key in
the ignition—shot twice in the head
through the car window in what police
suspected was a targeted killing.

Doctors performed an emergency Ce-
sarean section and delivered 6-pound 6-
ounce Kelsey Morgan Laughlin. Having
gone too long without oxygen, Culp’s
daughter showed no brain activity and
was  disconnected
from a respirator
two days later.

The little girl was
buried in her moth-
er’s arms. “Had she
not gotten preg-
nant, she might be
here today,” said
Jane Young, her
mother.  “That’s
what I live with ev-
ery day. I really be-
lieve that Kelsey
was the driving

marital affair. force behind this
At 36, Culp lived murder.”
with her fiance and In 2002, police
had been trying to served a search
get joint custody of warrant on Donald
her two daughters, Culp’s home out-
then 7 and 9. The side Cleveland,
timing of her preg- where he moved af-
nancy was not ter the slaying.
what she had Leads in the case—
planned. Money being investigated
was tight, and she L .28 as a murder-for-
worked full time, Ceeatta Stewart-McKinnie was ecstatic hire—are still being
and she was trying  about the pending arrival of her baby, but pursued, said De-
to demonstrate her  her marmied, sometimes-boyfriend wasnot.  tective Steve Milef-
stability for the He's serving a 50-year term for killing her. sky of the Fairfax
court. She briefly County Police De-

wondered whether to continue the preg-
nancy, said her mother, Jane Young.

By the first days of 1998, however, she
was several weeks from her due date and
excited. She had prepared the baby’s nurs-
ery and washed and folded baby clothes.
Her green winter parka would no longer
zip over her bulging midsection. Early la-
bor pains had started. She expected to de-
liver early—as she had with her daugh-
ters.

Her relationship with her ex-husband,
Donald Culp, remained strained. He lived
with another woman by then, but “there

partment.

Donald Culp’s attorney, Jay Milano, has
said that Culp had nothing to do with the
homicide and that although relations had
once been bitter between the Culps, they
were getting along well at the time of
Sherry’s death. “There’s no evidence that
he killed his wife, because he didn’t kill his
wife,” Milano told The Post in 2002. He
did not return calls last week.

Embracing a New Life

In a society that issues warnings of ev-

drinking alcohol, about the side effects of
aspirin and cough syrup—the risk of hom-
icide during pregnancy remains unstated
and unclear, even as early research may in-
dicates certain groups of women may be
more vulnerable—teenagers, for example.

In a 2002 analysis in Massachusetts,
women ages 15 to 24 were three times
more likely to die of homicide during
pregnancy and postpartum months than
their older counterparts.

The results were similar to a Maryland
study in 2003 that found that black preg-
nant teenagers were most at risk.

“It's something we need to look into
more,” said author Cara Krule-
witch, wondering: “Is there a
vulnerability factor we don’t
know about? Is there a social
factor?”

In a study of postpartum
women in Georgia done by the
U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, mothers
younger than 20 were almost
three times as likely to be killed

e(.e._.a Allen lured

did not seem violent or dangerous in any
way, her mother said.

_ Allen had little to do with Shirley dur-
ing her pregnancy, and when she deliv-
ered her daughter Feb. 28, 2002, he was
not around.

Shirley named the infant Destiny, de-
cided to breastfeed her, thinking it was
best for her baby, and doted on her “like a
baby doll,” her mother said.

“She was changing her clothes three or
four times a day,” her mother, Tawana Co-
lon, recalled.

In the weeks after Destiny’s birth, Allen
dropped by briefly once or twice. “I don’t
think he believed Destiny was
his,” her mother said. Then,
one Sunday in May, he stopped
by again, and he and Shirley
talked in a stairwell outside her
family’s apartment. They began
to argue. One neighbor said
Shirley asked him for money for
Pampers.

Shortly afterward, Shirley
asked her sister to watch the ba-

by homicide as their counter- by for five minutes, ran outside
parts who had not recently Shirlita Colon and climbed into a car with Al-
been pregnant. behind a church len and a friend.

Under the most recent public  and kifled her. The three drove behind a

health definitions, deaths up to
12 months postpartum are considered “as-

- sociated” with pregnancy. Sometimes ex-

perts look into cases to determine wheth-
er pregnancy was a factor-—and if a death
might have been prevented.

In the District, Shirlita Colon was just
14 when she found out she was pregnant.
Her mother was not happy about it but
concluded that it was a young girl’s mis-
take, an accident. “You do what you feel
you can live with,” she told her daughter,
known as Shirley.

“I want my baby,” the teenager told her
with certainty.

Her older sister had given birth at 15,
and Shirley admired the way she had been
a mother and still managed to make great
things happen in her life, with shelves of
trophies in the family’s District apartment
and a track scholarship to George Mason
University.

Their mother told Shirley she would
help with the baby as long Shirley contin-
ued her education.

Shirley promised to return to classes af-

ter her baby was born. Having just com-
pleted ninth grade, she was still unclear
about what she wanted in life. Maybe fash-
ion design—she had created her own
gown for the eighth-grade prom—maybe
something else entirely. Everyone told her
she had a gift for comedy, the ability to
make even her most reluctant friends
laugh. .
During her pregnancy, Shirley stayed
close to home, in the family’s third-floor
apartment in Benning Terrace, She kept
her doctor appointments, took her vita-
mins and watched the movies that the pre-
natal clinic showed on parenting, her
mother said.

The baby’s father did not share her en-
thusiasm. Donte Allen had been her first
boyfriend, back in seventh grade, when
she was a cheerleader and both attended

church—where Allen pulled
out a gun.

At first, Shirley thought he was joking,
according to court testimony. Then she
ran. As she tried to jump a fence, Allen,
17, shot her in the head. When she fell to
the ground, he stood over her and shot her
again.

By the time her family arrived, police
lights were flashing and yellow tape was
strung around the crime scene. Tawana
Colon screamed and tried to push through
the police barricade to reach her daughter.
Finally, she dropped to her knees, she re-
called, and prayed: “God, let this not be
true.”

It was Mother’s Day-—and Shirley had
been a mother just 10% weeks., -

At Allen’s trial, prosecutors said the
teenager was so deliberate about the kill-
ing that he had taken off a favorite football
jersey so it wouldn’t get bloodstained.
One friend testified that Allen had ex-
plained the shooting a few days afterward
by saying, “I'm too young to be a father.”

Shirley’s mother said that the family
had never asked for child support and that
she had not imagined he could pay any-
thing, at 17 years old. Shirley, she said,
“trusted this guy. I believe my baby died in
shock, not believing he would do some-
thing like this to her. That’s what hurts me
so bad.”

The jury came back with a guilty ver-
dict, on a charge of first-degree murder,
and in July 2003 Allen was sentenced to
45 years in prison. Shirley’s father, Isaac
Colon I, stood outside the courthouse,
fecling little satisfaction. “It's not
enough,” he said. “My daughter doesn’t
have a life. Destiny doesn’t have a mother
for the rest of her life.”

Staff writer David S. Fallis and staff
researcher Bobbye Pratt contributed to
this report.
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\ hancellor'Lee Adams, sat on
' ther’s ' grave, - gazing at
ronze marker that bore her name.

It was his birthday, and he had just
h:rned 5, which was exactly how: many
yearsnhadbeensmce theshootmgthat
took her life, - - ,
With one arm around his back, his
* grandmother gestured' at a lush bougquet ‘

they had brought. “Look at your mommy’s  convicted of consplracymthe 1999klllmg

_ flowers,” she said. Chancellor smiled. . of Cherica Adams. - o
Five years eatlier; he was delivered from - Chancellor’s grandmother showed lnm
his mortally wounded mother in an emer- the big purple balloons they had brought

[ ] |=a||fax man mdlcted in slaymg " for the occasxon—-each tagged with a small
of pregnant girifriend. | Page AI7  Sce DEATHS, Al6, Col. 1
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photo of Cherica and a verse from the Bi-
ble. One by one, they released the bal-
loons into the cloudy November sky.

“I love you, Mommy,” his grandmother
offered.

Chancellor broke into a wide smile.

“Yeaaaaah,” he said.

‘It Was a Miracle’

No one knows exactly how many chil-
dren like Chancellor are rescued from the
wombs of their dying mothers.

But it happened in 2000 when Yolanda
Coles, 34, was eight months pregnant and
fatally shot outside her Richmond apart-
ment. It happened in 2002 when Tara
Chambers, 29, was shot in her Concord,
N.C., home and in 1998 when Sherry
Culp, 36, was shot outside her workplace
in Springfield.

Sometimes these children do not sur-
vive, Doctors rush to save them, and fami-
lies pray, but they die because the trauma
has been too much. Culp’s daughter lived
two days. Chambers’s daughter held on
for 33 days. “They tried everything they
could,” recalled grandmother Johnsie
Tucker, “but we had to give up.”

In other cases, children make it but face
debilitating injuries. In Portsmouth, Va.,
Breonna McRae survived her pregnant
mother’s shooting in 2002 but suffered
brain damage from lack of oxygen. She
still does not walk, talk or swallow. She
has had pneumonia four times, falling so
ill her grandmother LouAnne Sweet has
wondered, “Is she really going to make
it?” Breonna is doing better lately, the
family says, but everything is one day at 2
time

e.

Then, against the odds, there are such
children as Ter-ron Marquise Oglesby.

His mother, Damita Oglesby, 29, was
severely wounded in a stabbing in Atlanta
when she was four months pregnant. Af-
ter three months in a coma, she went into
labor. Ter-ron was delivered without com-
plications, a healthy g boy.

“It was a miracle,” said his grand-
mother Carolyn OEQ_Q who recalled
that tears ran down her daughter’s face
when the baby was placed on her chest in
the hospital, even though she was stillina
coma. Seven weeks after Ter-ron’s birth,
Damita Oglesby died.

A Washington Post examination of ma-
ternal homicides—which used death-rec-
ord data to document more than 1,367
killings of pregnant women and post-
partum mothers nationwide—found that
one legacy of these homicides is a pop-
ulation of children left to face almost un-
_imaginable consequences. Their mothers

PREGNANCY AND HOMICIDE | The Legacy

For Children Left wmr_sm mmssssm WE:E%_@

3543 u< E>=>>!>ml,=m WASHINGTON POST

ggii-ai%iﬂ!é?ﬁ%iﬁiéé&i fggggggfgggggﬁ

time, Carruth had many other girlfriends.
In spring 1999, Adams found out she was
pregnant—and both of them were sur-
prised. Adams tock eight home-pregnan-
cy tests before she was convinced, her
mother said.

Carruth seemed happy at first, Adams
told her mother, but then he asked her to
get an abortion. Adams said no.

Once pregnant, she grew to like the
idea—playing tapes of Mozart for her fe-
tus, drinking high-protein smoothies and
shopping until she acquired a full baby
wardrobe from birth to toddler sizes. “She
wanted this to be the perfect baby,” re-
called her mother. “She was forever rub-
bing her belly and showing us.”

] in the trunk of a car. In the end, he wis

convicted on charges of conspiracy to
commit murder, shooting into an occy-
pied car and using a gun to try to kill ‘zn
unborn child. He was acquitted of first-
degree murder.

After he was sentenced to nearly 5
years in prison, he told CNN/Sports Hlus-
5&9&53__:23@:53?& !
feel guilty about none of it,” he said. He
said that his relationship with Adams had
been overstated and that he did not knbw
her last name until Lamaze class. “We
were never boyfriend and girlfriend. . . .
We slept together.”

His attorney, David Rudolf, recently

i filed another appeal on Carruth's behalf.



. Ew_uo: 3 children lett to face almost un-
: Their mothers
e gone. Eu.i fathers are in prison or
ead. Their extended families are deep in
ief and often reeling financially.

Babies are born in this moment of hor-
r. More often, there are older siblings.
Virginia alone, 68 children were left be-

. hind after the killing of their pregnant or

postpartum mothers since
1990, The Post’s analysis
shows. Nationally, in one
year—2002—there were
at least an additional 62 of
these children.

Some of them struggle §
not just with loss, but also §
with memory. They wit- J

> nessed their mother’s
+death, or heard the crime
é:»oE. or awoke in the
‘morning to discover her
body.

Sally Blakely said her 5-
year-old grandson had
seen enough violence in
‘the house before his moth-
“er’s killing to imagine it.

Cherica Adams, 24, was killed

called her mother. “She was forever rub-
bing her belly and showing us.”

The couple’s relationship was rocky
through much of her pregnancy. Adams
“didn’t want to just be Number 1 but the
only one,” her mother said. For a time,
they barely talked. Carruth changed his
phone number, then took Adams to task
for not calling, her mother said. “He kept
making and breaking
dates,” she said. “He was
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.”

At some point, Cherica
Adams made it clear she
would be seeking child
support from Carruth.
The prosecutor argued
that Carruth was deeply
opposed to supporting
the child of a woman he
was no longer with.

In mid-November
1999, Carruth called Ad-
ams. to say he wanted to
make things right, her
mother said. He led her to
believe that they were go-
ing to be a family. He

..Erskala Blakely, 22, of went to a Lamaze class.

".Richmond was postpar- by hit men. The father of her “He could’ve changed,”
tum with twins and trying  unborn haby is in prison. Adams told her mother
to leave the abusive father hopefully.

. of her four children when he strangled

her.

For weeks, the 5-year-old carried his
mother’s picture around the house, dwell-
ing on how he might have saved her. His
grandmother recalled: “I had to tell him,
‘Baby, you were only 5. There was nothing
you could have done.””

The hurt of it all is too intense to ever
go away, said Georgia Simmons. Now 62,
she has been raising her grandson for
nearly 14 years, since the day her preg-
nant daughter was shot in Richmond and
her baby survived an emergency Caesare-
an section. Christmases are still hard—
she can hardly bear to hear the carols that
her daughter loved—but January is diffi-
cult, too: the g«ﬁg of Deborah Ran-
dall’s slaying.

nmﬁnw&asnrgc;ma.wngw&u%&
his,” she said. “It hits my gut very deep.”

‘I've Been Shot’

Back in 1999, Chancellor Lee Adams
might have seemed bound for a life of priv-
ilege and possibility. His father had been
widely seen as the future of the Carolina
franchise after distinguishing himself as a
leading National Football League rookie.
Chancellor’s mother was a onetime model
who attended college for two years, then
returned to Charlotte to try her hand in
real estate and business.

‘The couple met at a summer pool party.
Cherica Adams had socialized with other
athletes, but when she met Carruth, she
called her mother, Saundra Adams, and
said, “Mom, F've just met my soul mate.”
That night, she brought him home to
meet her father.

Their relationship was off and on, how-
ever. Cherica Adams went to Atlanta for a

“She wanted so much to be a couple,
and I think it was because I was a single
parent,” Saundra Adams said. “She really
wanted to be married and be a family.”

On a Monday in November, Carruth
called and asked Cherica for a “real date”
to a movie—"“The Bone Collector.”

After the movie, Carruth and Adams
were in separate cars, heading back to-
ward Adams’s apartment. According to
prosecutors, Carruth led her down a dark
road, where he slowed or stopped his
SUV. With Adams blocked in, a car with
three men pulled alongside her BMW 325
and fired through her window.

Shot four times and bleeding, Adams
called 911 on her cell phone. “Tve been
shot,” she said.

“You've been shot?” a 911 operator
mw_sm.

.I'm eight months pregnant,” she
wu&

. How’d this happen?” a 911 medic
__EE:&.

“T was following my baby’s daddy, Rae
Carruth, the football player.”

“So you think he did it?” the medic
asked.

“He slowed down and a car pulled up
beside me.”

“And then shot at you?” the medic
asked.

“Yes.”

Police rushed to the scene. Still con-
scious, she again told them what had hap-
pened. At the hospital, doctors worked to
save her life and delivered her baby—
Chancellor Lee-—in an emergency C-sec-
tion. The bullet had missed the baby by an
inch.

Cherica, 24, died after 28 days in the
hospital.

Tt was about six months later that a neu-

Though the experts believe Chancellor cannot be “cured,” Saundra Adams says her faith
leads her to disagree. “We believe he's on the road to a full recovery,” she says.

rologist showed Saundra Adams scans of
Chancellor’s brain. The damage was wide-
spread, she recalled. “They were painting
a very bleak picture of his development.
They made it sound like he would never
be able to walk or talk.”

Different Triumphs

Five years after his mother was shot,
Chancellor Adams sat with eight class-

mates and their teachers in a bright class- «

room with shapes and numbers and let-
ters on the walls. A large chocolate
birthday cake sat before him, his grand-
mother nearby.

One boy asked about a small photo
pinned to Chancellor’s brand-new moss
green sweater.

“That’s his mommy,” his grandmother
said.

“She died,” the classmate said, know-
ingly.

Soon Eaﬁ_sgmum_osiﬁa_ﬁm@
candle shaped like a 5, and the singing
mﬁwﬁm and Chancellor himself was aglow,

The little boy asked uvo_a the photo
again,

“How did his mother die?”

Chancellor’s grandmother paused, then
said: “His mother got shot with a gun.
Somebody was very bad.”

This is a fact of Chancellor’s life.

It is why he has cerebral palsy, why his
legs need braces and why his triumphs are

different from the average 5-year-oid’s.
Chancellor can pull himself up from sit-
ting to standing. He can stand on his own
for a count of 20.

He has learned about 12 So&ml._:
cluding “good,” which he uses eagerly
when someone asks him, “How are you?”

He has also learned how to raise his
hands above his head and sway in praise,
which he does while sitting in his grand-
mother’s lap at church and in his car seat
when the radio is on and his grandmother
is driving.

At school, he has learned to use his
walker so well that he can run across the
playground with it moving alongside
him——which he did on his birthday, leav-
ing his grandmother behind.

“Good gracious!” she said. Chancellor
beamed.

Adams said the medical experts believe
cerebral palsy is not something that can
be “cured,” but her Christian faith tells
her something else. “We believe he’s on
the road to a full recovery,” she said.

Chancellor and his grandmother—the
“dream team,” she calls them~-live in a
subdivision in Charlotte, in a house with
thick carpeting and framed photographs
and a living room where Chancellor’s
playthings are easy to reach: building
blocks, board books, a fire engine, a bas-
ketball game, an oversize Elmo.

When Cherica Adams died, Carruth
fled the state rather than turn himself in
and face murder charges. Authorities
caught up with him in Tennessee—hiding

His attorney, David Kudolf, recently
filed another appeal on Carruth’s behalf.
Rudolf maintains that Carruth is inne-

. cent. “He was found not guilty of the mgf-

des,” Rudolf said in an interview. “He;
not guilty of the conspiracy. He had no in-
tention of hurting Cherica Adams.” About
Chancellor, the attorney said: “Clearly lie
feels terrible about how Chancellor 8.
‘What human being wouldn’t be?” He add-
ed, “You look at Chancellor and you see
Rae.”

Just a year ago, Saundra Adams won a
judgment of nearly $5.8 miltion in a civil
suit she filed against Carruth and the
three other men convicted in the case,
The award came after Carruth decided
not to contest the suit, but it may be most-
ly symbolic because Carruth and the oth-
ers have no money that can be found, Ad-
ams said.

For Chancellor’s sake and her own, and
in keeping with her Christian beliefs, w:m
said she has »o_.m,_emu Carruth. “I'm B_wE%
his son, and I can’t hold on to hateful fee
ings for him and raise his son,” she said.
Still, she added: “Justice needs to be
served and is being served. I hold him ag-
countable.”

Adams stayed home with Or»boa:ﬁ
for his first couple of years but is back at
work now, supporting herself and her
grandson—*a challenge,” she said. It
helps that a close friend, Judy Williams,
helps care for Chancellor when he is notin
school. Williams is a founder of Eom.ﬂ_.m
of Murdered Offspring—in which Adams
has become active.

Chancellor’s birthday fell on the oqm»E
zation’s annual Thanksgiving ?:ciwm..
dinner and night of remembrance. So
birthday that started at the cemetery end-
ed at a church hall in downtown Char-
lotte, where, one by one, grieving families
lighted a candle and mmo_a a few cB—.mm
about their slain relatives.

When it was her turn, E»Ew in-
troduced Orunom:o_. “Today is a bitter-
sweet day for us,” she said, “because it is
five years ago 8&@ that my daughter was
gunned down and today is also his rnﬁ..
day, his fifth birthday.”

She set her lighted candle beside a 25.
tograph of her n—»_@:mn

Just before the evening was over, Wil
liams took the podium to talk about Chan-
cellor. She asked the boy and his family to
come forward. Through Chancellor, she
said, “T've learned that there is a God up
above, and He determines who lives and
who doesn’t.” .

The applause was loud.

‘Then, for one last time on his fifth birth-
day, Chancellor listened to the sounds,of
“Happy Birthday,” this time delivered by,3
crowd of 200. When it ended, his grand-

‘mother asked Chancellor in a voice that

the whole room could hear: “How ﬁn
you?”

Chancellor spoke proudly.

“Good,” he said.

Staff writer David S. Fallis and staff ..,
research Bobbye Pratt contributed to .
this report. .
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Grandmother Tries
To Raise Young Girls
As Daughter Wished

iy Donna S1. GEORGE
.Wn.a:_.,:%o: Post Staff Writer

" For- reasons that many families
mirvel over, some babies are born
with few physical problems in spite
violent attacks on their mothers.
ria Martin was delivered that
wiy after an emergency Caesarean
agtion in Fayetteville, N.C., in 2002.
s#tler mother, Brandy Martin, had
hlen severely beaten with a baseball
hef when she was 29 weeks preg-
pant. Within hours, doctors deliv-
éhed the baby—3 pounds 5 ounces
afid premature, but ultimately
besity .
,&@wmn_. mother had picked her name,
#hd it was Victoria,” said her grand-
mother Reba Skaggs, “and it's so ap-
propriate because she’s a little victo-
1y baby.”

‘Brandy Martin was a second-year
law student who married her high
school sweetheart, started a family,
became involved in her church and
worked toward a career as a prosecu-
tor. The summer before her death,
she was an intern in the district at-
torney’s office.

The Martins had been through
some troubles in their marriage, in-
cluding a suicide attempt by Geoff
Martin. But relatives and police said
nothing suggested the violence of
May 4, 2002, when Geoff attacked
Brandy while she was sleeping.
w_,ﬂna% lived for six days in the hos-
pital.

With their mother dead and their
father in prison, Victoria, now 2%,
and her sister, Alyssa, 6, are being
raised by Skaggs, 52, who said the
blessing of a healthy birth has been

About This Series -

The Toll: Researchers are just beginning to discover what
has been a hidden risk of pregnancy: Pregnant women and
new mothers are more likely to be victims of homicide than
to die of any single natural cause, several statewide studies

have shown.

PREGNANCY AND HOMICIDE | The Legacy

Bittersweet Childhoods of Love and Loss

#:

Victoria Martin, who weighed 3 pounds 5

ounces at birth, grasps the finger of

i%-ﬁgsgnﬁgiﬁsﬂ%e;

mingled with the most in- Mommy at work?”
tense grief she has known. For a long time, Skaggs

“The worst time is at said, she had a hard time
night, because everything disciplining Alyssa. “T felt
is quiet and dark and your like she lost everything in
mind goes crazy,” she said. her life, and 1 just
One recent night, she re- couldn’t,” she recalled. “I
called, Alyssa approached didn’t want her to feelany
her grandmother tearfully more sadness.”
and announced: “It’s been Skaggs said she still
so long since I heard my VictoriaMartinis  talks about Brandy in pre-
mommy’s voice. I don’t “alittle victory sent tense, because she is
think I remember it.” haby,” says her a strong part of her grand-

Skaggs was devastated. grandmother. daughters’ lives. Before
She had kept photographs bed every night, Alyssa
of Brandy in the house but had not  and Victoria kiss their mother’s pho-
thought to keep Alyssa connected to  tograph. When they pray to God,
the sound of her voice. So Skaggs they ask, “The next time you see
dug out videotapes of Brandy deliv- Mommy, can you give her a kiss for
ering legal arguments for class. us?”

Alyssa watched with excitement, When they have a free day, Skaggs
unbothered by the dry subject mat- takes the girls to their mother’s

ter. “Now I remember,” she ex-
claimed. She still asks, “Can I see

grave site. Sometimes they bring 2
picnic lunch. The girls run from one

dogwood to another, chase and play.

Their father, Geoff, is an ex-Ma-
rine who served as a deacon in his
church, a likable man who worked
for an industrial supply company and
wwm__..ﬂa» been promoted at work.

e evening before the killing, his
wife made him a congratulatory
cake, and the family went out to din-
ner to celebrate his promotion and
the completion of Brandy’s final ex-
ams at law school. Police said Geoff
had no explanation for the beating
and no apparent history of spousal
abuse. He is in prison for life and de-
clined to be interviewed.

Victoria is still too young to ask
many questions about what hap-
peried. But Alyssa was 3% years
old—and in another bedroom—the
night of her mother’s killing. She
heard the police banging on the door,
saw the tears and never saw either
parent again.

What she knows, Skaggs said, is
that “Mommy got hurt really bad,
and the police had to help us. Daddy
had to go away.” Mommy, she be-
lieves, is in Heaven. She is unclear
about Daddy, and Skaggs intends to
keep it that way until she is older.

“She thinks she has the best daddy in -

the whole world,” she said.

Skaggs has struggled to pick up
where Brandy left off with her
daughters. She sends Alyssa to a pri-
vate Christian school because Bran-
dy wanted that, even though it costs
inore than Skaggs can afford. She
has reveled in Victoria’s first tooth,
first step, first word.

But she constantly thinks of how
Brandy should be enjoying her chil-
dren. “The brain just won’t shut off
when you go through something like
this,” she said. “The first thing we do
about everythingis cry. . . . Absolute-
ly everything is bittersweet.”

Staff researcher Bobbye Pratt
contributed to this report.

N FAMILY PHOTOS
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Martin, who had been her high school sweetheart, is serving life.

The Victims: As public health experts focus new attention
on homicide during pregnancy, the Washington region has
become a focal point. Research rarely casts light on the lives
of those who were slain or how violence entered their lives
at such a pivotal time.

The Legaey: The tragedy of maternal homicide lingers in.
the lives of children left behind, some of them born as their
mothers were dying. Older siblings sometimes witness the
vislence. The children often must be raised by their

aa:%maam.

washingtonpostcom

On The Weh: The previous articles in this series and a
video of Madonnia Stewart and women who are in the
shelters she has established in Richmond can be found at
www. hingte f.com/metro.
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Boyfriend F&&& in Slaying
Of Girlfriend, Fetus in Fairfax

By Tom Jackman
Washington Post Staff Writer

A man suspected of fatally shoot-
ing his pregnant gitlfriend last
month was indicted yesterday by a
Pairfax County grand jury on charg-
es of first-degree murder and the un-
lawful killing of a fetus—charges for
which the county prosecutor said he
would not seek the death penalty.

Shawndre Fulton, 21, had told
family members that her due date
was today and that she was carrying
a healthy girl. But -about 1:30 a.m.
Thanksgiving morning, she was
shot in the back next to a shelter in
Mount Vernon Woods Park. She was
pronounced dead at the scene, and
the fetus could not be saved, police
said.
Fairfax police immediately turned
their attention to Fulton’s boyfriend
and the father of her child, Darius T.
Hicks, 31. Six months earlier, Hicks
had been arrested on charges of ab-
ducting and assaulting Fulton, court
records show. But Fulton declined to
press charges, and Hicks was re-
leased.

When Hicks wasn’t located quick-
ly after Fulton’s slaying, Fairfax po-
lice called on deputy U.S. marshals
and a regional fugitive task force to
help find him. On Dec. 9, agents
found Hicks in jail in Jacksonville,
Fla., using his brother’s name.

Commonwealth’s Attorney Rob-
ert F. Horan Jr. said he will not pur-
sue a capital murder charge against
Hicks, even though the General As-
sembly added language to the capital
murder statute in 1997 that includes

“willful deliberate and premeditated

FAIRFAX COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT

Darius T. Hicks is accused of fatally
shooting his girlfriend Thanksgiving
day in Mount Vernon Woods Park.

killing of a pregnant woman.” Horan
noted that the law also requires that
the killer have “the intent to cause
the involuntary termination of the
woman’s pregnancy without a live
birth.”

Horan said of Hicks, “There’s no
evidence that his reason for doing
this killing was to kill the fetus.” He
said that unless Hicks made state-
ments or left other indicators that he
specifically wanted Fulton's baby
killed, there is not sufficient proof
for a capital murder charge.

Fulton’s family noted that anyone
who knowingly kills a pregnant

woman logically must know that the .

fetus will also die. But Horan said
mote proof is needed to make the
leap from inferring a killer’s intent to
proving it.

“I think he should face the death
penalty,” Fulton’s mother, Celia Al-
varez, said of Hicks. “He took her
and my grandchild. She didn’t do
anything to harm the man. She wasa

nice, calm woman. He did not have
to kill her.”

Fulton’s family is caring for her
two surviving children.

Horan said he will make use of a
statute passed by abortion oppo-
nents in the General Assembly this
year. That law condemns the deliber-
ate and malicious killing of a fetus, If
premeditation can be proved, the
penalty is 20 years to life in prison,
the equivalent of first-degree mur-

Post found that 1,367 pregnant
women and new mothers have been
slain nationwide since 1990, about
two-thirds by gunfire. At least 48 of
those occurred in Virginia. And a
2001 study in the Journal of the
American Medical Association
found that in Maryland, “a pregnant
or recently pregnant woman is more
likely to be a victim of homicide than
to die of any other cause.”

Hicks remains in jail in Duval
County, Fla. He was pulled over by
Jacksonville sheriffs deputies late
Dec. 6 on a routine traffic stop. A
check of his Maryland license plates
revealed that the car had been re-
ported stolen. Police subsequently
learned that the Dodge Shadow he
was driving wasn’t really stolen, and
the charge was dropped Friday.

But Hicks continues to be held in
Florida on a misdemeanor narcotics
warrant from Fort Lauderdale and a
federal misdemeanor probation vio-
lation from Alexandria. It was not
clear yesterday when he might be re-
turned to Virginia to face the murder
charges.

Baby Cut From Mother’s Womb Leaves Hospital

New York Daily News

SKIDMORE, Mo., Dec. 20—
The infant snatched from her
mother’s womb went home Mon-
day night with her grieving father.

“She is just a beautiful, beautiful
baby girl,” Carol Wheeler, a spokes-
woman for Stormont-Vail Regional
Health Center in Topeka, Kan,
said of the 4-day-old infant.

Victoria Jo was released from the
hospital the night before her moth-
er, Bobbie Jo Stinnett, 23, was set
to be buried in Skidmore.

Her father, Zeb Stinnett, had

barely left the preemie’s bedside,
except to make final arrangements
for his high school sweetheart.

Seeing his young bride in her
coffin was almost more than he
could bear, family members said.

“It doesn’t even look like her,” he
told his father after visiting the
body, according to his grandmoth-
é1, Jo Ann Stinnett.

As the Stinnett clan prepared to
say goodbye to Bobbie Jo Stinnett,
the woman accused of killing her

- and stealing her baby made her

first courtroom appearance.
Lisa Montgomery, 36, is accused

of scheming her way into Stinnett’s
home, strangling her from behind
and then slicing out her 8-month-
old fetus. She is being charged with
kidnapping resulting in death.

Montgomery fled to her home in
eastern Kansas, where she pretend-
ed she had just given birth to the in-
fant—fooling her husband and her
pastor, investigators said.

“My family has suffered a trage-
dy, but I am not the only family,”
Kevin Montgomery said outside
the courthouse where his wife ap-
peared Monday. “Zeb and Victoria

Jo have a rough road to go.”

Designer Fur
Sale & Clearance

Take an Extra 10% Off
Furs Already Reduced
40% to 70%

December 22 through 26

Save on our fabulous collection of furs including designer names
at our Potomac store only:

Potomac Mills

2700 Potomac Mills Circle

Woodbridge, VA 22192

(703) 497-2100

Starts Tomorrow!
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